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SOUTH SUTTER WATER DISTRICT

2464 Pacific Avenue + Trowbridge. CA 95659 « Office (330) 636-2242 « FAX (330) 656-2416

Bradley J. Acnold
General Manager [ Secretary
sswd@hunghes.net

December 31, 2018

Via Electronic Submittal (eFile)

Distribution List

Subject: Camp Far West Hydroelectric Project
FERC Project No. 2997-031
Transmittal of Draft License Application and Request for Written
Comments by April 1, 2019

To Whom It May Concern:

Pursuant to Section 4.38(c)(4) of Title 18 of the Code of Federal Regulations (C.F.R.), this letter
provides to resource agencies and Indian tribes a copy of the South Sutter Water District’s
(SSWD) Draft Application for New License (DLA) Major — Existing Dam — for the Camp Far
West Hydroelectric Project, Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) Number 2997
(Project). The Project is located on the main stem of the Bear River in Nevada, Yuba and Placer
counties, California.

The DLA is prepared in conformance with 18 C.F.R., Subchapter B, Part 4 (traditional process).

The DLA includes two volumes. Volume | contains information SSWD considers Public, and
includes the following: Initial Statement; Exhibit A, Project Description; Exhibit B, Project
Operations and Resource Utilization; Exhibit C, Construction History and Proposed Construction
Schedule; Exhibit D, Statement of Project Costs and Financing; Exhibit F, General Design
Drawings; Exhibit G, Project Maps; and Exhibit H, Miscellaneous Material. Detailed design
drawings are considered Critical Energy Infrastructure (CEI) information, and are not included in
this DLA, but will be filed with FERC as CEI information in the Final License Application
(FLA).

Volume Il contains Exhibit E, Environmental Report. Exhibit E contains Public information,
with the exception of the draft Historic Properties Management Plan (HPMP), which contains
confidential information and, as such, is only provided to the State Historic Preservation Office
and Indian tribes. A final HPMP will be filed with FERC as Privileged information in the FLA.

Agencies and Indian tribes may submit written comments on the DLA to SSWD. Written
comments must be received by SSWD at 2464 Pacific Ave., Trowbridge, CA 95659, by 5:00
PM on Monday, April 1, 2019, 90 days from the date of this transmittal letter, as provided in 18
C.F.R. Section 4.38(c)(5).



Ms. Kimberly D. Bose, Secretary
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission
December 31, 2018

Page 2

If SSWD concludes that a written comment received within the comment deadline indicates an
agency or Indian tribe has a substantive disagreement with SSWD’s conclusions regarding
resource impacts or SSWD’s proposed protection, mitigation and enhancement measures, SSWD
will schedule and hold a meeting with the disagreeing agency or tribe, and invite to the meeting
other agencies or tribes with an interest in the issue, no later than 60 days from the date of the
comment letter to discuss and attempt to reach agreement with the disagreeing agency or tribe on
SSWD’s proposed measures. The consultation will be documented in SSWD’s FLA, which
SSWD plans to file with FERC by July 1, 2019.

If you have any questions regarding the DLA, please contact me.

Sincerely, /

Brad Arnold

General Manager/Secretary

SOUTH SUTTER WATER DISTRICT

Attachment: SSWD’s Camp Far West Hydroelectric Project Draft License Application

cc: Kimberly Bose, FERC
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1 The Draft Application for New License was distributed by certified mail and return receipt requested on December 31, 2018.
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South Sutter Water District
Camp Far West Hydroelectric Project
FERC Project No. 2997

INITIAL STATEMENT

Before The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission

Application for a New License for a Major Project — Existing Dam

1.0 Introduction

The South Sutter Water District (SSWD, Licensee or Applicant) has prepared this Initial
Statement, as part of its Application for a New License Major Project from the Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission (FERC or Commission) for the Camp Far West Hydroelectric Project
(Project), FERC Project Number 2997. The Project’s existing FERC Boundary includes no
federal land nor is any federal land adjacent to the boundary or on the Bear River downstream of
the Project.

This Initial Statement is prepared in conformance with Title 18 of the Code of Federal
Regulations (C.F.R.), Subchapter B (Regulations under the Federal Power Act), Part 4
(Traditional Licensing Process [TLP]). In particular, this Initial Statement conforms to the
regulations in 18 C.F.R. Sections (88) 4.51(a) and 4.32(a), which pertains to the contents of an
Initial Statement.

2.0 Applicant and Requested Term of New L.icense

SSWD formally applies to the Commission for a new license for the Project, a water power
project, as described in the attached exhibits. The initial license for the Project was issued by
FERC to SSWD on July 2, 1981, effective on July 1, 1981 for a period of 40 years.

On March 14, 2016, SSWD filed with FERC a Notice of Intent to File an Application for a New
License for the Project on or before June 30, 2019, 2 years prior to the expiration of the existing
FERC license.

SSWD proposes to continue operating the Project for the next 40 years with one modification to
the spillway, a reservoir pool raise of 5 feet (from 300.0 feet NMWSE to 305.0 feet NMWSE),
and the adoption of the resource management measures proposed in its license application.

A new 40-year license is requested for the Project because SSWD anticipates incurring
substantial expenses for modifications to its spillway for implementing protection, mitigation,
and enhancement measures.

Draft — December 2018 Application for New License Initial Statement
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South Sutter Water District
Camp Far West Hydroelectric Project
FERC Project No. 2997

3.0 Location of the Project

The location of the Project is:

State: California
Township or nearby town: City of Wheatland, CA
Counties: Yuba, Nevada, and Placer
Stream or other body of water: Bear River
4.0 Applicant’s Name, Business Address and Telephone
Number

SSWD’s physical address, mailing address and telephone number are:

South Sutter Water District
2464 Pacific Avenue
Trowbridge, CA 95659

Tel: (530) 656-2242

5.0 Applicant’s Authorized Agent

The exact name, business address and telephone number of the person authorized to act for
SSWD as an agent for this Application for a New License are:

Brad Arnold

General Manager

South Sutter Water District
2464 Pacific Avenue
Trowbridge, CA 95659
Tel: (530) 656-2242
sswd@hughes.net

Initial Statement Application for New License Draft — December 2018
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South Sutter Water District
Camp Far West Hydroelectric Project
FERC Project No. 2997

6.0 Applicant’s Organizational Status

Established in 1954, SSWD, located in Trowbridge, California, is a State of California public
agency formed under California Water District Law, California Water Code Section 34000 et
seq. to develop, store, and distribute surface water supplies for irrigation uses in SSWD’s service
area. In addition, Section 34000 et seq. authorizes SSWD to develop hydroelectric power in
connection with SSWD’s projects. SSWD is governed by a Board of Directors, whose seven
members are elected by landowners within SSWD’s service area.

SSWND’s service area encompasses a total gross area of 63,972 acres (ac), of which 6,960 ac are
excluded, for a net area of 57,012 ac. Approximately 40,107 ac are in Sutter County and 16,905
ac are in Placer County. In a normal year, over 35,500 ac within SSWD’s service area are under
irrigation, with approximately 29,000 ac (82%) in rice production, 3,800 ac (11%) in orchards,
2,200 ac (6%) in irrigated pasture, and 500 ac (1%) in miscellaneous row and field crops.

7.0 Pertinent Statutory and Requlatory Requirements of the
State of California

The statutory or regulatory requirements of California, the State in which the Project is located,
that may affect the Project with respect to: 1) bed and banks; 2) appropriation, diversion, and use
of water for power purposes; 3) right to engage in the business of developing, transmitting, and
distributing power; and 4) any other business necessary to accomplish the purposes of the license
under the Federal Power Act, are:

e California Fish and Game Code Sections 1600-1616 — Require that parties notify the
California Department of Fish and Wildlife (Cal Fish and Wildlife) and follow the
prescribed requirements before substantially changing or using any material from any
streambed.

e California Water Code Sections 1200-1831 — Specify requirements and procedures for
appropriation and use of water for power purposes.

o California Water Code Section 13160; Title 23, California Code of Regulations Sections
3855-3861 — California Water Code Section 13160 designates California State Water
Resources Control Board (SWRCB) as the state water pollution control agency for
Federal Water Pollution Control Act and any other federal act. Title 23, California Code
of Regulations, Sections 3855-3861 specify requirements and procedures for applications
for water quality certificates required under federal law.

e California Water Code Sections 6075-6157 — Specify powers of the California Division
of Safety of Dams (DSOD) and specify requirements and procedures for the inspection
and maintenance of dams.

The steps which SSWD has taken or plans to take to comply with each of the laws cited above
are described below:

Draft — December 2018 Application for New License Initial Statement
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South Sutter Water District
Camp Far West Hydroelectric Project
FERC Project No. 2997

e SSWD will submit a notification to Cal Fish and Wildlife under California Fish and
Game Code Section 1602 if any new construction work in any streambed is required for
the Project.

e SSWD already has the water rights necessary to operate the Project.

e SSWD will file an application for a Water Quality Certificate with the SWRCB within 60
days after the date that FERC issues a notice that SSWD’s Application for New License
is Ready for Environmental Analysis [18 C.F.R. § 4.34(b)(5)].

e SSWD cooperates, and will continue to cooperate, with DSOD on annual inspections of
Project dams.

8.0 Proprietary Rights Necessary to Construct, Operate and
Maintain the Project

SSWD owns all existing Project facilities and has the necessary proprietary rights, title and
interest in lands and water to operate and maintain the Project. No Project facilities are federally-
owned or operated. SSWD has the necessary proprietary rights, title and interest in lands and
water to implement the Pool Raise.

9.0 Counties, Cities, Other Political Subdivisions and Indian
Tribes Affected by the Project

The name and mailing address of the counties in which the Project is located are:

County of Nevada County of Placer

Board of Supervisors Board of Supervisors

950 Maidu Avenue 175 Fulweiler Avenue
Nevada City, CA 95959-8600 Auburn, CA 95603-4543
County of Yuba

Board of Supervisors
215 Fifth Street
Marysville, CA 95901-5737

The Project is not located within any designated cities, towns or subdivisions, nor is a Project
dam located within 15 miles of any city of town with a population of 5,000 or more.

The Project does not use any federal facilities or any State of California facilities. No other
irrigation districts own or operate facilities within the Project.

The Project is located within the vicinities of the following irrigation district areas,
planning/zoning areas, and similar special purpose political subdivision areas:

Initial Statement Application for New License Draft — December 2018
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Nevada County Local Agency Formation
Commission

Executive Officer

950 Maidu Avenue

Nevada City, CA 95959

Nevada County Resource Conservation
District

Manager & Bear River Watershed
Coordinator

113 Presley Way, Suite 1

Grass Valley, CA 95945-5846

Nevada Irrigation District
1036 West Main Street
Grass Valley, CA 95945-5424

Placer County Local Agency
Formation Commission
Commission Clerk

110 Maple Street

Auburn, CA 95603

South Sutter Water District
Camp Far West Hydroelectric Project
FERC Project No. 2997

Placer County Resource
Conservation District
Director

251 Auburn Ravine, Suite 107
Auburn, CA 95603-3719

Sierra Nevada Conservancy
Executive Director

11521 Blocker Drive, Suite 205
Auburn, CA 95603

Yuba County Local Agency
Formation Commission
Commission Clerk

825 Ninth Street, Suite B
Marysville, CA 95901

Yuba County Resource Center
Conservation District Director
1511 Butte House Road, Suite B
Yuba City, CA 95993

No parties divert water directly from the ProjectfFacilities or features for irrigation or domestic
water uses other than SSWD, which pumps a small amount of water from Camp Far West
Reservoir to service the Project recreation areas.

The Project is not located within any federal special purpose political subdivision.
In addition to the parties noted above, SSWD has reason to believe that the following political

subdivision in the general area of the Project would likely be interested in or affected by this
relicensing:

City of Wheatland County of Sutter
City Manager Board of Supervisors
111 C Street 1160 Civic Center Blvd

Wheatland, CA 95692 Yuba City, CA 95993

The Project is not located within or adjacent to an Indian tribe reservation.

Initial Statement
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South Sutter Water District
Camp Far West Hydroelectric Project
FERC Project No. 2997

Native American individuals and organizations that may be affected by the Project are listed
below. By including this list here, SSWD does not imply that any tribe listed below will be
interested in the Camp Far West Hydroelectric Project relicensing, or that tribes not included in
this list would not be interested in the relicensing.

Colfax-Todds Valley Consolidated Tribe United Auburn Indian Community
Pamela Cubbler, Chairperson Gene Whitehouse, Chairperson

P.O. Box 734 10720 Indian Hill Road

Auburn, CA 95604 Auburn, CA 95603

T’Si-akim Maidu United Auburn Indian Community
Don Ryberg, Chair Jason Camp, THPO

P.O. Box 1246 10720 Indian Hill Road

Grass Valley, CA 95945 Auburn, CA 95603

T’Si-akim Maidu United Auburn Indian Community
Ellen Moon, Vice Chairperson Marcos Guerrero, Tribal Preservation
P.O. Box 1246 Committee

Grass Valley, CA 95945 10720 Indian Hill Road

Auburn, CA 95603

T’Si-akim Maidu

Grayson Coney, Cultural Director
P.O. Box 1316

Grass Valley, CA 95945

In addition, based on other recent activities associated with the Project, SSWD has reason to
believe that the following Native American individuals and organizations may have knowledge
of cultural resources in the Project area:

Enterprise Rancheria Mooretown Rancheria of
of Maidu Indians Maidu Indians

Glenda Nelson, Chairperson Laura Winner

2133 Monte Vista Avenue Gary Archuleta

Oroville, CA 95966 Guy Taylor

#1 Alverda Drive
Oroville, CA 95966

SSWD will include the parties above on the Camp Far West Hydroelectric Project relicensing
Contact List, and will make a copy of the Application for New License, including Exhibit G
maps, available to each party listed above, or their designee.
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South Sutter Water District
Camp Far West Hydroelectric Project
FERC Project No. 2997

10.0 Federal, State and Local Agencies That May Be Interested
in the Project

SSWD believes the following federal, State of California, and local agencies might be interested
in the Camp Far West Hydroelectric Project relicensing. By including this list here, SSWD does
not imply that these agencies will be interested in the Camp Far West Hydroelectric Project
relicensing or that agencies not included in this list would not be interested in the relicensing.

Federal Agencies

Advisory Council on Historic Preservation U.S. Department of the Interior,

Federal Agency Director
401 F Street NW, Ste. 308
Washington, DC 20001

Federal Emergency Management Agency
External Affairs Director

Regional Office

1111 Broadway, Ste. 1200

Oakland, CA 94607

U.S. Department of Commerce,
National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration,

National Marine Fisheries Service
FERC Coordinator

Southwest Region

777 Sonoma Avenue, Room 325
Santa Rosa, CA 95404-6515

U.S. Department of Commerce,
National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration,

National Marine Fisheries Service
Assistant Regional Administrator
2800 Cottage Way

Sacramento, CA 95825-1846

Draft — December 2018
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Fish and Wildlife Service

Habitat Restoration Coordinator
Anadromous Fish Restoration Program
Habitat Restoration Coordinator

1707 Nimbus Road, Ste. A

Rancho Cordova, CA 95670

U.S. Department of the Interior,
Fish and Wildlife Service
Branch Chief

Energy and Power

2800 Cottage Way, Suite W-2605
Sacramento, CA 95825-1846

United States Department of the Interior,
National Park Service

Outdoor Recreation Planner

600 Harrison Street, Suite 600

San Francisco, CA 94107-1390

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Regional Director

Pacific Southwest Regional Office

75 Hawthorne Street

San Francisco, CA 94105-3922
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State of California Agencies

California Department of Boating and
Waterways

Director

One Capitol Mall, Ste. 500

Sacramento, CA 95814

California Department of Fish and
Wildlife

Manager — Region 2

1701 Nimbus Road, Suite A

Rancho Cordova, CA 95670-4503

California Department of Forestry and
Fire Protection

Region 2 — Cascade

Nevada-Yuba-Placer Unit

13760 Lincoln Way

Auburn, CA 95603-3236

California Department of Parks and
Recreation

Office of Historic Preservation

State Historic Preservation Office

P. O. Box 942896

Sacramento, CA 94296-0001

Local Agencies

Nevada County Department of Planning
Director

950 Maidu Avenue, Ste. 170

Nevada City, CA 95959

Placer County Planning Department
Planning Services Manager

3091 County Center Drive, Suite 140
Auburn, CA 95603

California Department of Transportation
Director — District 10

1976 East Charter Way

Stockton, CA 95205

California Department of Water
Resources

1416 Ninth Street, 11th Floor
P.O. Box 942836

Sacramento, CA 95814-5511

Regional Water Quality Control Board
Central Valley Region

Executive Officer

11020 Sun Center Drive, #200
Sacramento, CA 95670-3888

State Water Resources Control Board
Section 401 Coordinator

1001 I Street

P. O. Box 2000

Sacramento, CA 95812-2048

Yuba County Planning Department
Director

915 8th Street, Suite 123

Marysville, CA 95901

SSWD will include the parties above on the Camp Far West Hydroelectric Project relicensing
Contact List, and will make a copy of the Application for New License, including Exhibit G
maps, available to each party listed above, or their designee.
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11.0 Businesses, Non-Governmental Organizations and
Members of the Public That May Be Interested in the

Project

For informational purposes, SSWD provides to the FERC the following list of businesses, non-
governmental organizations (NGOs) and members of the public that have specifically asked
SSWD to include them on the Camp Far West Hydroelectric Project Contact List, or that SSWD
has reason to believe might be interested in the relicensing. By including this list here, SSWD
does not imply that each party will be interested in the Camp Far West Relicensing Project
relicensing, or that businesses, NGOs or members of the public not included in this list would not

be interested in the relicensing.

American Rivers

Steve Rothert

California Regional Director
120 Union Street

Nevada City, CA 95959

American Whitewater

Dave Steindorf

California Stewardship Director
4 Baroni Drive

Chico, CA 95928-4314

California Hydropower Reform Coalition
Keith Nakatani

Director

370 Belmont Avenue #6

Oakland, CA 94610

California Sportfishing Protection
Alliance

Jim Crenshaw

Director

1248 East Oak Avenue #D
Woodland, CA 95776

Draft — December 2018

Application for New License
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Foothills Water Network
Traci Sheehan Van Thull
Coordinator

P.O. Box 573

Coloma, CA 95613

Friends of the River
Ron Stork

Senior Policy Advocate
Suite 100

Sacramento, CA 95811

Natural Heritage Institute
Gregory Thomas

President

100 Pine Street, Suite 1550
San Francisco, CA 94111

Pacific Gas and Electric Company
Janet Walther

Director, Power Generation

Mail Code N11C

P.O. Box 770000

San Francisco, CA 94177-0001

Initial Statement
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California Trout

Curtis Knight

Executive Director

360 Pine Street

4™ Floor

San Francisco, CA 94104

Camp Far West Lake Concessionaire,
North and South Shore

Gary Hollis

8176 Camp Far West Road

Wheatland, CA 95692

Federation of Fly Fishers,
Northern California Council
Frank Rinella

P.O. Box 1017

Meadow Vista, CA 95722-1017

Environmental Advocates
Megan Anderson

5135 Anza Street

San Francisco, CA 94121

Environmental Defense Fund
Minna Jung

California Legislative Headquarters
1107 Ninth Street, Suite 1070
Sacramento, CA 95814

Sacramento Municipal Water District
Jon Bertolino

Superintendent, Renewable Generation
Assets

6201 S Street, MS A204

Sacramento, CA 95817

Sierra Club,

Mother Lode Chapter

Eric Parfrey

Chapter Executive Committee Chair
909 12th Street, Suite 202
Sacramento, CA 95814-2700

Sierra Nevada Alliance

Jenny Hatch

Executive Director

P.O. Box 7989

South Lake Tahoe, CA 96158-7989

South Yuba River Citizens League
Caleb Dardick

Executive Director

313 Railroad Avenue

Nevada City, CA 95959

Trout Unlimited

Chandra Ferrari

CA Water Project/Director
2239 Fifth Avenue
Berkeley, CA 94710

SSWD will include the parties above on the Camp Far West Hydroelectric Project Relicensing
Contact List, and will make a copy of the Application for New License, including Exhibit G,
available to each party listed above, or their designee.

Initial Statement Application for New License Draft — December 2018
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12.0 Readily Accessible, Reviewable and Reproducible
Information

This Application for New License, as well as other information required under 18 C.F.R. Section
4.32(b)(3), is available to businesses, NGOs and members of the public for inspection, review
and reproduction (at a reasonable cost of reproduction and postage) during regular business hours
(8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday) at SSWD’s place of business; which is:

South Sutter Water District
2464 Pacific Avenue
Trowbridge, CA 95659

The public is instructed to contact Mr. Brad Arnold, or his designee, by telephone at (530) 656-
2242 to make an appointment to review the information.

As required by 18 C.F.R. Section 4.32(b)(3), a copy of this Application for New License is
available at the following public libraries in the Project region:

Nevada County Public Library Yuba County Public Library
Grass Valley Library - Royce Branch 303 2nd Street
207 Mill Street Marysville, CA 95901-6011

Grass Valley, CA 95945-6711

Placer County Public Library
350 Nevada Street
Auburn, CA 95603-3720

In addition, in conformance with 18 C.F.R. Section 4.32(b)(3) and to facilitate the distribution of
documents and information regarding the Camp Far West Hydroelectric Project relicensing,
SSWD maintains a Camp Far West Hydroelectric Project Relicensing Website at
http://www.sswdrelicensing.com. Information and relicensing documents, except for excessively
large documents, including this Application for New License, are available in portable document
format (.PDF) on the website.

13.0 Notice of Availability of Application

As required by 18 C.F.R. Section 4.32(b)(6), SSWD will publish a notice of the availability of
this Application for New License twice within 14 days of the date it is filed with FERC in the
following newspapers of general circulation:

Draft — December 2018 Application for New License Initial Statement
©2018, South Sutter Water District Page I1S-11
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NEVADA COUNTY: PLACER COUNTY:

The Union Lincoln News Messenger
464 Sutton Way 188 Cirby Way

Grass Valley, CA 95945 Roseville, CA 95678
YUBA COUNTY:

Appeal-Democrat

P.O. Box 431

Marysville, CA 95901

A copy of the publication is attached. SSWD will promptly file with FERC proof of publication.

14.0 Exhibits
The exhibits that are filed as part of this Application for New License are:

e Exhibit A — Project Description

e Exhibit B — Project Operations and Resource Utilization

e Exhibit C — Construction History and Proposed Construction Schedule
e Exhibit D — Statement of Costs and Financing

e Exhibit E — Environmental Report

e Exhibit F — General Design Drawings

e Exhibit G — Project Maps

e Exhibit H — Miscellaneous Material

The foregoing Initial Statement and attached exhibits are hereby made part of this Draft
Application for New License.

Initial Statement Application for New License Draft — December 2018
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SUBSCRIPTION AND VERIFICATION

This application for new license is executed in the State of California, City of Marysville, and
County of Yuba by Brad Arnold, General Manager of the South Sutter Water District being first
duly sworn, deposes and states that the contents of this application for new license are true to the
best of his knowledge or belief, and signs the application this __ day of December 2018.

SOUTH SUTTER WATER DISTRICT

By:

Brad Arnold, General Manager

Subscribed and sworn to (or affirmed) before me on this date of , 2018 by
Brad Arnold proved to me on the basis of satisfactory evidence to be the person(s) who appeared
before me.

Draft — December 2018 Application for New License Initial Statement
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ATTACHMENT 1
Draft Public Notice to Be Placed by the SSWD in Local Periodicals

Twice within 14 days of SSWD Filing the
Final License Application for New License with FERC

Announcement of Filing of Application
Before the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission
for a New License Major Project — Existing Dam
for the
Camp Far West Hydroelectric Project

South Sutter Water District (SSWD) owns and operates the Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission (FERC)-licensed Camp Far West Hydroelectric Project, a water power project in
Yuba, Placer and Nevada counties, California, on the Bear River. The Project is composed of
one development — Camp Far West. The current FERC license for the Project expires on June
30, 2021.

In December 2018, SSWD applied to FERC for a New License for a Major Project — EXisting
Dam. The Application describes the Project facilities, Project operation, estimated costs related
to continued operations, and general information. The Application also includes a description of
environmental and recreational resources in the vicinity of the Project; an assessment of potential
adverse environmental impacts associated with continued Project operation and maintenance;
and SSWD’s proposed resource management measures to protect and enhance environmental and
recreation resources, and mitigate any Project impacts.

As required by 18 C.F.R. Section 4.32(b)(3), at this time SSWD announces the availability for
inspection and reproduction of the Application. The Application has been made available in
electronic format to pertinent resource agencies and Native American Tribes, and a paper copy is
available for inspection and reproduction during regular business hours at the Public Libraries in
Marysville, Grass Valley, and Auburn as well as at SSWD’s office at 2464 Pacific Avenue
Trowbridge, CA 95659 (tel: 530-656-2242). The Application is also available on SSWD’s
Relicensing Website at http://www.sswdrelicensing.com. A copy of the Application may also be
obtained upon request from SSWD after reasonable reimbursement to SSWD for postage and
reproduction.

Upon acceptance of the Application for filing, FERC will publish notices soliciting additional
pubic participation.

Questions regarding this notice should be addressed to Brad Arnold, General Manager, at (530)
656-2242.

Draft — December 2018 Application for New License Initial Statement - Attachment 1
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EXHIBIT A
PROJECT DESCRIPTION

1.0 Introduction

The South Sutter Water District (SSWD or Licensee) has prepared this Exhibit A, Project
Description, as part of its Application for a New License Major Project — Existing Dam — (FLA)
from the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC or Commission) for the Camp Far West
Hydroelectric Project, FERC Project Number (No.) 2997 (Project). This exhibit is prepared in
conformance with Title 18 of the Code of Federal Regulations (C.F.R.), Subchapter B
(Regulations under the Federal Power Act), Part 4 (Licenses, Permits, Exemptions and
Determination of Project Costs), Subpart F and, as applicable, Part 16 (traditional process). In
particular, this exhibit conforms to the regulations in 18 C.F.R. Section 4.51(b), which describes
the contents of Exhibit A, Project Description. This Exhibit A describes, in detail, all existing
and SSWD proposed Project facilities and features. As a reference, 18 C.F.R. Section 4.51(b)
states:

Exhibit A is a description of the Project. This exhibit need not include information on project works maintained and
operated by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, the Bureau of Reclamation, or any other department or agency of the
United States, except for any project works that are proposed to be altered or modified. If the project includes more
than one dam with associated facilities, each dam and the associated component parts must be described together as a
discrete development. The description for each development must contain:

(1) The physical composition, dimensions, and general configuration of any dams, spillways, penstocks,
powerhouses, tailraces, or other structures, whether existing or proposed, to be included as part of the project;

(2) The normal maximum surface area and normal maximum surface elevation (mean sea level), gross storage
capacity, and usable storage capacity of any impoundments to be included as part of the project;

(3) The number, type, and rated capacity of any turbines or generators, whether existing or proposed, to be included
as part of the project;

(4) The number, length, voltage, and interconnections of any primary transmission lines, whether existing or
proposed, to be included as part of the project (see 16 U.S.C. 796(11));

(5) The specifications of any additional mechanical, electrical, and transmission equipment appurtenant to the
project; and

(6) All lands of the United States that are enclosed within the project boundary described under paragraph (h) of
this section (Exhibit G), identified and tabulated by legal subdivisions of a public land survey of the affected
area or, in the absence of a public land survey, by the best available legal description. The tabulation must show
the total acreage of the lands of the United States within the project boundary.

Besides introductory material, this exhibit includes five sections. The Project’s location is
described in Section 2.0. Section 3.0 provides details of the existing Project facilities and
features, including dimensions, physical features, and other pertinent information. Section 4.0
describes the area within the existing FERC Project Boundary. Section 5.0 describes SSWD’s

Draft — December 2018 Application for New License Exh. A — Project Description
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proposed changes to existing Project facilities and features. Section 6.0 provides a bibliography
of the references listed in this exhibit.

See Exhibit B for a description of Project operations, Exhibit C for a construction schedule for
any proposed new facilities, Exhibit D for costs and financing information, and Exhibit E for a
discussion of potential environmental effects and SSWD’s proposed resource management
measures. Project design drawings and maps are included in Exhibits F and G, respectively.
Exhibit H contains a detailed description of the need for the electricity provided by the Project,
availability of electrical energy alternatives, and other miscellaneous information.

All elevation data in this exhibit is in United States Department of Commerce (USDOC),

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Association (NOAA), National Geodetic Survey Vertical
Datum of 1929 (NGVD 29), unless otherwise stated.

2.0 Project Location

The Camp Far West Hydroelectric Project, which ranges in elevation from 150 feet (ft) at the
base of Camp Far West Dam to 320 ft at the upper elevation contour of the existing FERC
Project Boundary, is located on the mainstem of the Bear River in northern California in Nevada,
Yuba and Placer counties in the western foothills of the Sierra Nevada. The Bear River is a
tributary to the Feather River and is part of the Sacramento River Basin, which drains into the
San Francisco Bay. Figure 2.0-1 illustrates the general regional location of the Project. Figure
2.0-2 shows the Project Vicinity,! and the existing Project facilities and features and FERC
Project Boundary.

L In this exhibit, “Project Vicinity” refers to the area surrounding the Project on the order of United States Geological Survey
(USGS) 1:24,000 scale topographic quadrangle.

Exh. A — Project Description Application for New License Draft — December 2018
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3.0 Existing Project Facilities and Features

The existing Project consists of one development - Camp Far West — that, in total, includes: one
main dam; one powerhouse with an associated switchyard with a capacity of 6.8 megawatts
(MW); and appurtenant facilities and structures, including recreation facilities and gages.

The Project does not include any open water conveyance facilities, transmission lines, active
borrow or spoil areas, the diversion dam located downstream from Camp Far West Dam,
SSWD’s Conveyance Canal, Camp Far West Irrigation District’s (CFWID) Camp Far West
Canal, or the intake structures to these water delivery canals.

Table 3.0-1 and Table 3.0-2 summarize key information for the Project’s powerhouse and
reservoir, respectively.

Table 3.0-1. Key information regarding the Camp Far West Hydroelectric Project’s powerhouse.

. Rated Rated Hydraulic Capacity (cfs) Generation Capacity (kW) Average
. Turbine
Powerhouse Unit Type Head Minimum Maximum Nameplate b dable? Annual Energy
(ft) Rating! ependable (MWhyr)®
Camp Far West 1 Francis 143 200 725 6,800 3,750 26,900

1 Manufacturer’s stated turbine and/or generator capacity, as shown on equipment nameplate.

2 Defined as the average available capacity during the period of highest demand within the driest recent historical period, which for this
purpose is July and August 1977.

3 Megawatt hours: 1,000 kilowatt hours.

Table 3.0-2. Key morphological information regarding the Camp Far West Hydroelectric
Project’s reservair.
. . Drainage
Project NMWSE Gross . Usable2 Surface Maximum Shoreline Area
- Storage Storage Area Depth Length
Reservoir (ft) ft ft (ac) (ft) (mi) At Dam
(ac- ) (ac- ) (sq mi)
Camp Far West 300 93,737 92,430 1,886 155 29 284

1 Normal Maximum Water Surface Elevation.
2 Defined as the reservoir storage between the NMWSE and a storage reservoir elevation of 175 ft, below which the reservoir storage is not
available for release (i.e., dead storage).

Existing Project facilities and features are described below.

3.1 Main Dam and Auxiliary Dams

311 Main Dam

The first Camp Far West Dam was a 50-ft high concrete gravity structure built by the CFWID in
1927. Construction on the dam was completed in Januaryl964 by SSWD as part of the
California State Water Plan to enhance water supply in California’s Central Valley. Camp Far
West Dam and Reservoir are not part of California’s State Water Project.
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The main embankment of the existing dam is a zoned earthfill structure, which is 185 ft high, 40
ft wide at the crest and 2,070 ft long. The dam has variable 2 to 1, 2.5 to 1, and 3 to 1 upstream
slopes, with a 60-ft wide beam at an elevation of 200 ft, and a 2 to 1 downstream slope. The
certified crest of the dam is at an elevation of 320 ft and has an additional 2.2 to 3.1 ft of camber
resulting from roadway construction along the dam crest.

The central impervious core of the main embankment is comprised of compacted silts, clays, and
gravels. Upstream from the core is a compact