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In Reply Refer To: 
FERC 2997 

Ms. Kimberly Bose, Secretary 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 
888 First Street NE 
Washington, DC 20426 

Mr. Brad Arnold 
South Sutter Water District 
2464 Pacific Ave 
Trowbridge, CA 95659 

APR ro,2019� 

Subject: U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Comments on Draft License Application, Camp Far 
West Hydroelectric Project, FERC Project #P-2997; Yuba, Nevada, and Placer 
Counties, California 

Dear Ms. Bose and Mr. Arnold: 

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) files the following comments with the Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission (Commission or FERC) on South Sutter Water District's (Licensee) Draft 
License Application (DLA) filed with the Commission on January 2, 2019, for the Camp Far West 
Hydroelectric Project (Commission P-2997) (Project). The USFWS submits the following 
comments and recommendations in accordance with the Endangered Species Act (ESA) of 1973, as 
amended (16 U.S.C. § 1531, et seq.), the Federal Power Act (FPA) (16 U.S.C. § 791a, et seq.), the Fish 
and Wildlife Coordination Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. § 661, et seq.), the Bald and Golden Eagle 
Protection Act of 1940, as amended (16 U.S.C. § 668-668d), and the Central Valley Project 
Improvement Act (CVPIA) ( Pub. L. No. 102-575, 106 Stat. 4600, 4706, Title 34 (1992). 

The USFWS appreciates the opportunity to comment on the DLA and looks forward to continuing 
to work with the Licensee to address issues and concerns raised in our comments. Flows in the 
lower Bear River are prescribed by the current license. The license requires a minimum of 25 cubic 
feet per second (cfs) for the lower Bear River from April 1 through June 30 and 10 cfs (or inflow to 
Camp Far West reservoir) from July 1 through March 31 in every year. Additionally, the Licensee, 
California Department of Water Resources, and the Camp Far West Irrigation District entered into 
an agreement that extends until 2035 to provide up to 37 cfs of water from July through September 
(in addition to that provided in the current license) to support the Water Quality Control Plan for 
the San Francisco Bay/Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta Estuary. The releases to support the Water 
Quality Control Plan are not made every year, and the DLA does not indicate how often these 
releases have been made since the agreement has been in place. 
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